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We will encourage the down-sizing of large 
manufacturing operations and the use of robotics to 
reduce the number of Americans who spend their lives on 
dehumanizing repetitive mechanical tasks, and we will 
encourage systems that permit each worker to perform 
various synergistic functions. 

We will impose a heavy gasoline tax to discourage 
the use of internal combustion engines and require the 
increased use of electric automobiles. We will adopt a 
stringent energy-saving policy to reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels and nuclear energy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CPR&Q 

TAKE HIS NAME OFF THE BUILDING 

March 16, 1992 Morse Johnson 

In 1949 Alan Barth wrote: 

"No government administrator commands greater 
confidence and respect ... than John Edgar 
Hoover who has been director of the FBI for 
more than a quarter century. He and his 
bureau alike have won an almost legendary 
status and models of rectitude, efficiency 
and nonpartisan devotion to the public 
service ... Hoover is perhaps the one 
bureaucrat whose requests for appropriations 
are granted almost without que~tion. (For 
example, the Chairman of) Commltte~ on Un
American Activities (which s notorIouS for 
its incivility to witnesses) on March 26, 
1947 (observed), 'Mr. Hoover the chair wishes 
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to express for the committee our deep 
appreciation for your acceptance of our 
invitation to corne here today ... Now, Mr. 
Hoover if it meets with your pleasure, the 
committee would like to ask questions.'" 

The basis of that continued and infrequently 
questioned reverence until he died in 1972 was his 
official and personal files kept under lock and key, 
which contained derogatory information in many cases 
unproven, about the transgressions and blunders of 
celebrities, publishers and public officials and were 
used to bulldoze possible adversaries into silence or 
cooperation. Moreover, for instance, when an FBI agenL 
or informant spotted scandal about a Senator or a 
member of his family, that Senator would be so informe 
and thereafter almost inevitably would vote on a bill 
affecting the FBI the way Hoover indicated. While hi s 
longtime and faithful secretary got rid of alJ Hoover ' s 
alleged personal files at the time of his death, the 
official files not only revealed many of the Bureau's 
illegal activities but also embarrassing atrocities a n 
unSUbstantiated rumors which had no relevance to the 
Bureau's authorized responsibilities. 

Time Magazine (10/14/91) pointed out that, 

"during much of the director's extraordinary 
reign from 1924 until his death in 1972, the 
bure au was virtually a law unto itself. 
Intercepting mail, wiretapping, burglaries, 
break-ins: the G-men insouciantly did them 
all, and usually without authorization by the 
courts or Hoover's nominal boss, the Attorne 
General. In peak years the FBI had as many 
as 1000 bugs in place at any given time. 
Bureau agents illegally listened to 
conversations between Alger Hiss and his 
attorneys during the accused Soviet's spy's 
second trial in 1949. When G-men learned 
t~at the leftist National Lawyers Guild (via 
wlretaps, of course) was preparing a report 
on the bureau's illegal activities, agents 
burgled the guild's office to steal copies so 
the President and the Attorney General would 
be prepared to counter the charqes .... Two 



weeks before John Kennedy's doomed visit 
Dallas in November 1963, FBI agents k~ew 
Lee Harvey Oswald had threatened to klll 
President but they failed to notify the 
Secret Service. Hoover ordered documents 
shredded and forced agents to perjure 
themselves to keep the Warren commission 
discovering this shameful lapse." 
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"On learning that one magazine publisher was 
c onsidering an expose of the FBI and its long-tenured 
d irector, Hoover struck first, viciously. Favored 
newspaper contacts allover the country received a 
p lain brown envelope with no return address. Inside 
was a photograph showing that publisher's wife engaged 
i n oral sex with her black chauffeur while parked in 
Rock Creek Park. There was not mistaking either the 
l dentity of the woman or the limousine with its 
d istinctive license plates ... Not only was the article 
never written, as long as the publisher was still 
a live, and no criticism of the director of the bureau 
e ver appeared in dny of his pUblications. It took even 
l onger for Hoover to forgive the magazines themselves. 
They remained on the no-contact list until a few years 
before Hoover's death when he needed them to leak 
s tories about his enemies." 

In 1944 Hoover claimed that "Red Facism" had 
b ecome a major force in unions, magazines, book 
publishing, radio, movies, churches, schools, colleges, 
f raternal orders, and the government itself. Always 
f ond of statistics, he noted that America had one 
Communist for every 1814 people in 1947 - a truly 
ominous ratio considering that Russia had had only one 
Bolshevik for every 2771 people in 1917. "The 
disloyalty of American Communists is no longer a matter 
o f conjecture." Hoover declared. They were traitors, 
pure and simple, and they had to be dealt with 
a ccordingly. 

Hoover and his agents frequently resorted to what 
was labeled Counterintelligence for extralegal 
harassment of perceived enemies, by such tactics as 
p lanting stories with friendly media contacts, ranging 
f rom the trivial, such as publicizing Communist Party 
l eader Gus Hall's purchase of a new auto allegedly with 
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party funds, to criminal conduct. And the use of 
anonymous letters or telephone calls to disseminate 
derogatory information, real or manufactured, such a s 
planting the rumor that a person was a homosexual or 
some other kind of sexual deviate. And informing 
employers, neighbors, merchants and friends that the 
target was a suspected Communist and the result was 
often the loss of employment, emotional upset and/or 
social ostracism. And the use of selective law 
enforcement which ranged from rp-questing IRS audits t o 
planting evidence which, when discovered by cooperat ive 
local police, would result in arrests. 

~o induce Martin Luther King to commit suicide, 
the Bureau composed and mailed this letter both to King 
and his wife: 

"King, look into your heart. You know you 
are a complete fraud and a greater liability 
to all of us Negroes ... You are no clergyma 
and you know it. I repeat you are a colossa_ 
fraud and an evil vicious one at that ... But 
you are done ... Your 'honorary' degrees, your 
Nobel Prize (what a grim farce) and other 
awards will not Srtve you. King, I repeat y o 
are done ... King there is only one thing left 
for you to do. You know what it is ... There 
is but one way out for you. You better take 
it before your filthy, abnormal fraudulent 
self is bared to the nation." 

Hoover characterized the Black Panther Party as: 

"the greatest threat to the internal security 
<?f the country" and ordered 14 Special Agents 
In,charge to use "hard hitting measures (to 
crlpple) the Panthers, in addition to mail -
openings, burglaries, surveillances, taps, 
bugs and paid informants." 

The st. Louis office sent this letter to the 
husband of a white woman who worked with a bi-racial 
organiz<'l.tion. 

"Look man I guess your old lady doesn't get 
enough at home or she wouldn't be shucking 
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and living with our Black men in ACTION, you 
dig? Like all she wants to integrate is the 
bedroom and we Black sisters ain't gonna take 
no second best from our men. II 

The st. Louis office bragged that the husband and 
wife separated. Employers unaware that their employees 
were affiliated with black nationalists groups were so 
i nformed as were landlords, banks, auto insurance 
c ompanies, retail credit agencies and referred to 
c riminal records, if any. 

During his years - 1934-1945 - as Secretary of the 
Treasury and member of FOR's lIinner cabinet," Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr. kept a daily diary and also made 
verbatim transcriptions of his meetings and telephone 
c alls. It would be difficult to overstate the 
i mportance of those papers to scholars and the New Deal 
e ra. On his retirement Morgenthau gave his diary and 
t ranscriptions to the National Archives for safekeeping 
until he made them public. On hearing in 1951 that 
Morgenthau was considering to make them public, Hoover 
t ook revenge against one of his most hated enemies whom 
h e referred to as "that Jew in the Treasury." A 
sen i or age nt, who was the h e ad o f the r aiding party, 
has recalled: 

" I t was a very covert operation, damn covert. 
There were five of us and we were all sworn 
to absolute secrecy. We even left the 
washington field office by various devious 
routes. And we would go in and [out-of-the 
way room at the National Archives] at 
different times so no one would know five 
agents were in that r oom. And we were the 
only ones who had a key. We literally went 
through (those Morgenthau papers) with -
scissors, cutting out any references which 
would be unfavorable to Mr. Hoover or the 
F~I. They were just physica l ly e xcerpted 
rlght out of the diary itself. Our job was 
~o cut out everything which, even by 
lnnuendo, might indicate that Mr. Hoover had 
feet of clay. 
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then retyped and renumbered so t ha 
The pages were . s 

there would be no indications that anythlng wa ive 
. ' The whole operation took weeks and the f mlSS ~ng . . other durin that time were perform~ng ~o . 

~~~~~~. whaf they left behind for the h~stor~ans who 
followed was a history of the New Deal years as 
approved by Hoover. 

The same senior agent reported he had heard from 
the Bureau grapevine that FD~'s pape~s ha~ been 
similarly sanitized. Accord~ng to l~brarlans at ~he . 
FOR Library at Hyde Park - many FBI reports are ml~s l -
and changed. An investigator for a House sub-Commltt ee 
discovered that a number of FBI documents at Hy~e Par 
did not match FBI carbons of the same papers whlch wer_ 
obtained by committee subpoenas of under the Freedom 0: 
Information Act, indicating that these supposedly the 
originals, had been edited and then retyped and 
resigned. 

Hoover spewed out accusations about public 
officials to the Presidents like an open fire hydrant , 
most o f them accusing one or more persons of being 
commun i sts. For example, he sent Truman a letter on 
May 29, 1946 asserting that there was "an enormous 
secret espionage ring in Washington" and named as the 
chief suspects as "reported by a source believed to be 
reliable" the following: Under Secretary of State Dea .. 
Acheson, his assistant Herbert Marks, the former 
assistant secretary of War John J. McCloy (who'd 
presided over the Nuremberg trials), Assistant 
Secretary of War Howard C. Peterson, Secretary of 
Commerce Henry Wallace, Dr. Edward Condon of the Burea 
of Standards, two men from the Bureau of the Budget, 
three members of the United Nations and two advisers t o 
the congressional committee on atomic energy. He 
identified as the possible ringleader an employee of -
the Office of Mobilization and Reconversion. 

Hoover also deluged Eisenhower with derogatory 
information about such as Supreme Court Justices 
Frankfurter and Douglas, Bernard Baruch, Colonel 
William J. Donovan, J. Robert Oppenheimer, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Linus Pauling, Bertrand Russell, the united 
Auto Workers, the National Association for the 



Advancement of Colored People and a legion of other 
e nemies. 
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Hoover did all he could to elect the presidential 
candidate of his choice. For example, the FBI 
al legedly obtained evidence that Adlai Stevenson had 
be en arrested for homosexual offenses both in Illinois 
and Maryland but as soon as the police discovered his 
identity the arrest was expunged from the records. 
Hoover used the same devious route which camouflaged 
t h e Bureau's compl i city in channeling this and other 
d e rogatory information to Nixon, Senat or McCarty and 
t h e press. Most newspaper editors did not print it but 
it was otherwise widely circulated. A former FBI agent 
con f essed that: 

"There were a lot of us who were absolutely 
a ppalled by (that smear), but Mr. Hoover was 
determined to elect Nixon and Ike and when he 
made up his mind to do something there was no 
changing it." 

When Hoover's friend Clint Murchi son purchased 
He nry Holt & Co . he told the New York Post that that 
f i rm "had published some books that were badly pro
commun i st" and since we couldn't just go in and "fire 
anybody and t e ll him it was because he was a Communi st, 
we just cleaned them all out . Sure there were 
c a sualties but now we've got a good operation." 

Murchison published Hoover's Masters of Deceit 
wh ich sold ove r 2 50,000 hardbound cop i es and over 
2, 000,000 in paper. Before the book was published 
Hoover state d he wou l d give all royalties to the FBI 
Re creational Association. No one knew what that 
As s ociation d i d wi th its money, including a large 
number o f FBI a g e nts who had to mak e a n annual 
contribution t o that fund and had been asking for years 
wi thout getting an answer. 

In f act the FBI Recreational Association was a 
slush fund for the use of Hoover and his key aides. It 
wa s also a money-laundering operation so that Hoover 
would not have to pay taxes on his book royalties. 
Ma s ters of Deceit was in fact, written by 7igh~ FBI 
emp loyees on public time who worked full tlme ln 
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writing that book for nearly six months. It wa~ 
standard J'oke among those agents that Hoover no 

a 
on l 
the . 

k but didn't even read didn't write his own boo s, 
It is estimated that Hoover received over $100,000 a 
avoided taxes thereon. 

For over three decades, Hoover had assured ~he . 
public that there was no national cri~inal organlzat l 
but then on Nov. 14, 1957 the news WhlCh covered a 
large part of the front page on sunday's n~wspaper 
introduced him to the existence of the Mafla. A New 
York state trooper watched an unusual number of 
Lincolns and Cadillacs with out-of-state plates all 
going through the gate and up the driveway of the 
estate of Joseph Barbara in Appalachian, NY. His 
curios i ty resulted in revealing that 103 honchos of t = 
Mafia were having a meet i ng. The FBI did not know 
those prominent gangsters were having such a meeting 
and didn't even know who they were. 

Hoover was faced with a public relations crisis : 
huge dimensions. The press was astonished at the FB I ' 
lack of any information and reported that the Federa l 
Bureau of Narcotics had informat ion on everyone of 
those hoodlums. In desperation Hoover charged his bes~ 
agents to prepare a study of the Mafia. They found 
over two hundred books covering the Mafia and 
summarized them in a two volume monograph about an 
association which Hoover had claimed did not exist. 
Before reading the monograph, Hoover authorized the 
distribution of 25 copies of the synopsis of it and 
several hours . later started to read the monograph. 0 
finding that the Mafia had been in business during a l l 
those decades when he denied its existence, he 
immediately called on his employees to retrieve those 
distributed. By that time copies had been del i vered t o 
the other agencies in the Department of Justice so t ne 
FBI personnel had to pull copies out of in-baskets and 
in one instance yanked a copy from the hands o f an 
assistant attorney general. The comprehensive 
monograph was thereby concealed and never read by 
anyone outside the FBI. 

Natalie Robins discovered that hundreds o f 
American writers in the 20th century had written or 
said or did something the FBI deemed suspicious or 
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harmful to Hoover's reputation and were therefore 
tracked like enemy agents. She then requested under 
the Freedom of Information act and received copies of 
the files of more than 148 American writers who were 
allegedly involved in some phase of intelligence under 
FBI jurisdiction or a possible violation of law. Ms. 
Robins questioned their reliability since, for example, 
Joyce Kilmer, who wrote that "only God can make a 
tree," had died in 1918, but was considered a threat in 
1934 when his file was first initiated. These dossiers 
on American writers lasted from roughly the end of 
World War I to the mid-seventies. She questioned: Was 
it paranoia? Conspiracy? A case of monumental 
bureaucratic overkill? And concluded that: 

liThe entries in the files went from silly to the 
pedestrian tu the ominous, and reveal an FBI 
obsessed with issues of race and sexual pref~rence 
and political allegiance and an agency that 
pp.rformed at times like the keystone kops and 
other times like thought poLice out of (George 
Orwell's] 1984. Yet the files make one thing 
utterly clear. Most of the writers were watched 
because of what they thought." 

Some excerpts from these files are: 

"A confidential informant who has furnished 
reliable information in the past advised in 1945 
that letters had been prepared to be sent to John 
steinbeck, among others, requesting that he 
prepare a testimonial to the valiant Spanish 
exiles and the work of the joint Anti-Facist 
Refugee Committee. The letter requested a 
seventy-five word statement be prepared to be made 
a part of a leaflet, and with an attached 
photograph it was hoped that such statement wourd 
enlist the widest possible mass support (Highly 
confidential source)." 

" ... On May 22, 1964, special agents of FBI 
observed (a person whose name was deleted) enter 
the lobby of the Squibb Bldg., 745 Fifth Ave., NY 
and proceed to the elevator banks to the upper 
floors. Shortly thereafter, James Baldwin, the 
well-known Negro author was observed entering this 
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building and boarded an elevator,to the upper 
floors. It was noted that the dlrectory ~f the 
squibb Bldg. lists office for Actors StudlO, 
producer of Baldwin's play, on the 17th floor of 
this building." 

II subsequently in connection with the 
i~;~stigation for the department in,19?1 ... the 
Bureau ascertained that Tennessee Wllllams has t he 
reputation of being a homosexual ... further, the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, in a separate 
inquiry, secured statements from individual7 who 
admitted participating in homosexual acts wlth 
Williams." 

"In 1937 Gertrude Stein resided at 27 Rue de 
Pleuras. She did not seem to be a pro-any 
nationality, but she was anti-Roosevelt. , 
[An informant whose name was deleted] consldered 
that since Gertrude Stein has resided in Europe 5 
many years, her sympathies were not very strong l 
with America else she would not have stayed abroa 
so long. 
There is no information regarding GERTRUDE STEI N 
in the files of the New York Field Division and 
the above is submitted for information purposes. " 

" ... the described [Allen) GINSBERG is a graduate 
of Columbia University, an intellectual who 
aspired to be a writer and who wanted to gather 
material by association with criminal types. He 
stated that Ginsberg was a homosexual and a user 
of narcotics. II 

" ... SAS of the FBI observed GRACE PALEY to be 
present between 10:30 and 11:25 A.M. on July 2 
1969 at the location in Room 205 Where [a pers;n 
whose name was deleted] received a two year 
sentence for violation of the Selective Service 
Act of 1948.'1 

Eisenhower named Allen Dulles, the brother of 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles director of the 
cen~ral Intelligence Agency, which an~oyed Hoover who 
belleved that Allen Dulles had secret communist 
leanings. He even suspected the whole Dulles family, 
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including sister Eleanor, of being "internationalists." 
Hoover already had a file on Allen Dulles which 
documented a number of his affairs including Mary 
Bancroft. Since Hoover's bachelor lifestyle inevitably 
gave rise to whispers about his sexual preference, if 
any, Ms. Bancroft told Henry Luce, who was one of her 
boy friends, she called Hoover "that Virgin Mary in 
pants." His wife, Clare Booth Luce, repeated that 
remark as her own and thereafter had a special place on 
Hoover's enemy list. 

By a vote of 7 to 1 the U.S. Supreme Court 
reversed the conviction of Clinton Jencks, a labor 
leader who had been convicted of perjury for signing a 
non-communist affidavit. The court held that 
defendants in a criminal case were entitled to see 
pr ior statements of witnesses who testified against 
them. The linchpin evidence against Clinton Jencks was 
t estified by Harvey Matusow, an FBI paid informant who 
had later recanted his testimony. 

The Jencks decision terrified Hoover since it 
meant that inconsistent statements by such unreliable 
i nformants as Elizabeth Bentley, David Greenglass, et. 
a lia, could be introduced into the evidence when the 
defense so requested. Hoover did not publicly condemn 
the Supreme Court but let it be known that since, as a 
r esult, important confidential sources might not be 
a vailable, the FBI could therefore be compelled to 
withdraw from espionage cases. 

Hoover had Lou Nichols, the FBI's congressional 
liaison, secretly write a resolution which denounced 
the decision and manipUlated the American Bar 
Association to adopt it. Hoover himself lobbied 
through a bipartisan bill putting pressure on those 
senators and Representatives with whom he had the mos-t 
i nfluence. He claimed the bill would safeguard ¥BI 
fi les but did not refer to the Jencks decision. "The 
key language of (that) bill limited jnspection of FBI 
records in court cases to such 'reports or statements 
of the witness in the possession of the United states 
as are signed by the witness, or otherwise adopted or 
approved by him as correct relating to the subject 
matter as to when he has testified.' Thus, an unsigned 
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statement or a summary memorandum prepared by the (FBI ) 
would be exempt from disclosure. 1I 

The constitutionality of Hoover's bill was upheld 
by the Supreme Court and in the words of one lawyer, 
liThe FBI director had not only taken on the Supreme 
court, he'd forced it to revise one of its own 
decisions." 

After Hoover's death, it was discovered that a 
special FBI agent had served as his gardener and 
houseman. A further investigation found that the 
following improvements on his home had been provided b ' 
public funds: new front portico, fish pond, ,flagstone 
courtyard and sidewalks, astro turf landscaplng, a bar , 
liquor cabinet, murals, ornamental tables, a stereo, 
annual paint job, maintenance of his electrical 
appliances, et alia. The allocation of royalties from 
his best selling books, the profits from the sale of 
movie rights thereof and ABC's per episode for the TV 
series of "The FBI" were untraced. Many thousands of 
dollars were missing, misappropriated and/or 
unaccounted for. One of the special FBI agents who 
superintended Hoover's taxes told FBI officer William 
Sullivan that if the truth about the director's stock 
purchases, oil well leases and income taxes had ever 
been examined, Hoover would have spent the rest of his 
life on Alcatrez. 

Two very prominent cincinnatians were referred to 
by Hoover in his files. He rejected Potter Stewart's 
application to be a FBI Agent since Potter's mother had 
once belonged to a group known as a Peace League. 

In one memorandum Hoover recorded that Joseph 
Alsop in his syndicated column with his brother had 
frequently been critical of the FBI and that Alsop was 
a homosexual. In a subsequent memorandum he wrote that 
Secretary of Defense Neil McElroy did not know that 
Alsop was a homosexual and should be so informed. 

I am certain that another Cincinnatian, but not so 
prominent, is referred to in the files and that is the 
author of this paper. Back in the 1950s two well
dressed and cultivated middleaged men came to my 
office. Their announced mission was to persuade me to 
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run for the u.s. Senate and knew I had been ~he . 
De mocrat candidate for Congress in 1948. I lmmedlately 
and categorically rejected such an enterprise on the 
basis that I would be a lousy candidate, didn't want to 
be a Senator wasn't known to more than 15 ohio 
c i tizens not' living in Hamilton county and certainly 
wouldn't be elected. They persisted in swamping me 
wi th excessive praise and promises. I finally called 
it quits and they went with me to my garage on Walnut 
between 3rd and 4th. As I was about to separate, one 
o f them took a traffic ticket out of his pocket and 
handed it toward me saying, "Please fix the ticket for 
me ." I let the ticket fallon the sidewalk, told him I 
ne ither could or would, and departed. 

In my opinion, since I had been a New Deal 
candidate, was a member of the American civil Liberties 
Union, had advocated an anti-Senator Mccarthy position 
in a public debate with Councilman Douglas Allen, and 
successfully persuaded the u.S. Supreme Court to 
unanimously overrule outrageous criminal convictions 
i mposed on three alleged communists, the FBI thought I 
mi ght possibly become an effective critic of its 
operations. They evidently assumed their laudation 
would seduce me to fix the ticket and thereby eternally 
k e ep my mouth closed. On the following day I had the 
p l easure of going to the Cincinnati FBI office, 
r e ported what had happened, and insisted it should be 
inserted in their files. 

The FBI Washington, D.C. headquarters are located 
on Pennsylvania Ave. near the Capitol in a huge 
building bearing Hoover's name. The Russians expressed 
their condemnation of Vladmir Ilyich Lenin by changing 
the name of the city Leningrad to Saint Petersburg and 
I hope the Americans will soon express their 
c o ndemnation of John Edgar Hoover by taking his name -
o f f the FBI Building. 
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BLOOMING ENGLISH 

March 23, 1992 Robert Smith 

Some time ago Charles Aring told me that as far a s 
he could tell I was the Club's only Dubliner. Irish 
writers gave him great pleasure, but there was one who 
gave him problems. Perhaps since I was a Dubliner, I 
might be able to shed some light on why that writer 
wrote the way he did. I was flattered that Charles 
thought I might be a match for the job. I had been 
taught English in the same school and college systems 
as the writer in question and we had both spent our 
formative years absorbing the same Dublin atmosphere, 
the sights and sounds, the characters, the dialects a s 
we wandered the streets of our home town where we were 
born within a mile of each other. In thinking about 
it, it became clear that the subject was as much about 
the intrinsic nature of English as it was about the way 
this writer used it. 

I thought I should begin on some firm ground, so 
lets consider Winston Churchill and his History of the 
English Speaking Peoples. In his inimitable way, he
wrote of the language he loved. "It was first made 
fast and enduring by the peoples of the British Isles -
who were cast by time in an alloy from many elements, 
the Scots, the Irish, the Welch and the English and the 
last named who made the language which has gone round 
the world are themselves a mixture of Celt, Roman, 
Angle, Saxon, Dane and Norman." 


